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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action has been considered. In view of the prior art, the finality of that action is 
withdrawn. Claims 1-8, 1 1-26, and 29-37 are now rejected as detailed in the below 
rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 1-26, 29, and 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Slattery et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,514,085), hereinafter referred to as 
Slattery. 

4. Regarding claims 1 1 and 20, Slattery disclosed a method and system comprising 
displaying an interface screen at a controlled computer based upon a program run by 
the controlled computer (see column 7, lines 40-64); transmitting screen data 
representative of the screen for display at a controlling computer coupled to the 
controlled computer via a network, wherein the screen data representative of the screen 



Application/Control Number: 09/746,953 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2144 

is stored in memory at the controlling computer (see column 7, lines 40-64); transmitting 
input event data from the controlling computer to the controlled computer via the 
network (see column 6, lines 19-46); designating a portion of the screen at the 
controlled computer based upon the input event data and the program (see column 6, 
lines 19-46); transmitting screen data representative of the portion to the controlling 
computer to update the display at the controlling computer, wherein the screen data 
representative of the portion is stored in memory at the controlling computer (see 
column 7, lines 40-64); and executing a command based upon the input event data (see 
column 6, lines 19-46). 

5. Regarding claims 12 and 21, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein 
the input event data includes data identifying a location of a graphical element on the 
screen (see column 6, lines 29-46). 

6. Regarding claim 13, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein the 
portion of the screen is designated based upon functionality of the portion at the location 
as defined by the program (see column 6, lines 29-46). 

7. Regarding claims 14 and 22, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein 
the portion of the screen is stored at the controlling computer by transmitting data 
indicative of limits of the portion from the controlled computer to the controlling 
computer, and capturing the portion of the screen within the limits (see column 7, lines 
40-64). 

8. Regarding claims 15 and 23, Slattery disclosed the method and system 
comprising the step of transmitting from the controlled computer to the controlling 
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computer background data representative of a portion of a screen beneath the portion 
(see column 7, lines 40-64). 

9. Regarding claim 16, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein the 
command includes movement of the portion, and wherein the background data is 
referenced to fill a section of the screen from which the portion is moved (see column 7, 
lines 40-64). 

10. Regarding claim 17, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein the 
portion includes a display window (see column 3, lines 32-42). 

11. Regarding claim 18, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein the 
portion includes a graphical input device (see column 6, lines 29-46). 

12. Regarding claim 19, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein the 
network includes the Internet (see column 3, lines 44-45). 

13. Regarding claim 24, Slattery disclosed a method and system comprising a 
controlled computer configured to run a program and to display a user interface screen 
based upon the program, wherein the program is resident at and runs on the controlled 
computer (see column 4, lines 17-25); a controlling computer linked to the controlled 
computer via a network, the controlling computer receiving screen data via the network 
for display of the user interface screen (see column 3, lines 32-39; column 7, lines 40- 
64); memory coupled to the controlling computer and configured to store portions of the 
interface screen identified by the controlled computer based upon input events 
occurring at the controlling computer and based upon the program (see column 5, lines 
49-62), wherein the controlled computer is coupled to the controlled device (see column 
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4, lines 26-37), and wherein instructions corresponding to the input events are executed 
on the controlled device (see column 6, lines 19-46). 

14. Regarding claim 25, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein the 
controlling computer includes an input device and data representative of input events 
made via the input device are transmitted to the controlled computer via the network to 
permit identification of the portions of the interface screen (see column 6, lines 19-46). 

15. Regarding claim 26, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein the 
controlled computer includes a memory and is configured to store the portions of the 
interface screen in the memory (see column 7, lines 40-64). 

16. Regarding claim 35, Slattery disclosed a method and system comprising 
generating a screen display at a controlled computer based upon a program run by the 
controlled computer (see column 7, lines 40-64); transmitting data representative of the 
screen display to a controlling computer for display at the controlling computer (see 
column 7, lines 40-64); storing the data representative of the screen display in memory 
at the controlling computer (see column 5, lines 49-62); transmitting input event data 
representative of an input event from the controlling computer to the controlled 
computer (see column 6, lines 19-46); identifying a logical block of the screen display 
affected by the input event at the controlled computer based upon the program and the 
input event data (see column 6, lines 29-46); transmitting data representative of a 
logical block from the controlled computer to the controlling computer (see column 7, 
lines 40-64); storing the data representative of the logical block in memory at the 
controlling computer (see column 5, lines 49-62); and updating the display at the 
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controlling computer based on the data representative of the logical block (see column 
7, lines 40-64). 

17. Regarding claim 36, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein 
transmitting the data representative of the screen display comprises capturing the 
screen at the controlled computer (see column 7, lines 40-64). 

18. Regarding claim 37, Slattery disclosed the method and system wherein the 
controlled computer is coupled to a machine system and configured to facilitate control 
of the machine system (see column 4, lines 26-37). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claims 1-8 and 30-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Slattery et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,514,085), hereinafter referred to as Slattery, and 
further in view of Ross et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,608,628), hereinafter referred to as Ross. 

21. Slattery disclosed a method and system comprising generating a screen display 
at a controlled computer based upon a program run by the controlled computer (see 
column 7, lines 40-64); transmitting data representative of the screen display from the 
controlled computer to a controlling computer (see column 7, lines 40-64); storing the 
data representative of the screen display in memory at the controlling computer (see 
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column 5, lines 49-62); transmitting input event data representative of an input event 
from the controlling computer to the controlled computer (see column 6, lines 19-46); 
identifying via the controlling computer a logical block of the screen display affected by 
the input event at the controlled computer based upon the program and the input event 
data (see column 6, lines 29-46); transmitting data corresponding to the logical block 
from the controlled computer to the controlling computer (see column 7, lines 40-64); 
storing display data fro the logical block in memory at the controlling computer (see 
column 5, lines 49-62); and display merged data representative of the logical block and 
the screen display on the controlling computer (see column 7, lines 40-64). 

22. While Slattery disclosed the above limitations, Slattery did not specifically 
disclose the invention in the context of a medical diagnostic imaging system using 
medical devices. 

23. However, in a related art, Ross disclosed a collaborative computing environment 
allowing users to view and manipulate images generated by a medical diagnostic 
imaging system (see column 1, lines 36-39; column 2, lines 40-48). 

24. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine the teachings of Slattery and Ross to provide a system for a 
collaborative environment for a medical imaging device in order to provide collaborative 
computing by allowing multiple users at different computer systems to collaboratively 
view and interact with biomedical images in real-time, thereby allowing remotely located 
physicians to collaborate by viewing an image of an anatomical object simultaneously 
and to provide instruction to a remotely located physician (see column 11, lines 48-50). 
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Additionally, with respect to claim 1, it is noted that the limitation "a medical system or 
device" is recited in the preamble of the claim and therefore given little patentable 
weight. It is submitted that the disclosure of Slattery is capable of the functionality 
claimed regardless of the intended environment. 

Response to Arguments 

25. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 1 1-26, and 29-37 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Examiner submits 
that the claims are taught by the prior art of record as detailed in the above rejections 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Stein (U.S. Pat. No. 5,684,952) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph R. Maniwang whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3928. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, William C. Vaughn can be reached on (571) 272-3922. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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